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1
VEHICLE STRUCTURAL MEMBER AND
BRACKET

BACKGROUND

Vehicles include numerous structural members comprising
the frame or body. Most of these structural members include
an outer member and an inner member secured to the outer
member, such as by welding, to define a hollow cavity
between the outer and inner members. Such structural mem-
bers on vehicles often include side sill members, cross beam
members extending between the side sill members, vertical
pillar members (e.g., A-pillar, B-pillar, etc.) and/or roof rail
members, including those extending parallel to the side sill
members and those extending laterally across the vehicle.
One such laterally extending roof rail member is the front roof
rail, which defines a forward-most and upward extent of the
passenger compartment for the vehicle.

In assembled vehicles, there are often various objects or
auxiliary components that are attached to the structural body
of the vehicle. Typically, such auxiliary components are
attached directly to the parts comprising the structural body
using attachments that are applied during general assembly of
the vehicle. Sometimes these auxiliary components need to
exhibit particular deformation characteristics in order to
increase occupant safety within the vehicle. Examples of
these types of auxiliary components include sunvisors, grab
handles, etc. To achieve the desired deformation characteris-
tics, the auxiliary components are often connected to the
structural body via a hat-bracket and/or using relief cutouts.
Accordingly, if impact occurs with the auxiliary component,
such as during a crash event, the auxiliary component can
deform in a predetermined manner due to the hat-bracket,
relief cutout or other feature. Sometimes, particular vehicle
configurations are not suitable for use with hat-brackets and/
or relief cutouts. For example, these may not allow for suffi-
cient deformation, the mounting location may not be movable
as may be required in order to use a hat-bracket and/or the
cross section of the roof rail may be such that it cannot be
reduced sufficiently to allow or accommodate the height of'a
conventional hat-type bracket.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect, a vehicle structural member
includes an outer member and an inner member secured to the
outer member with a hollow cavity defined between the inner
member and the outer member. The vehicle structural mem-
ber further includes a bracket disposed in the hollow cavity
and fixedly secured to the inner member for mounting an
auxiliary component to the inner member. The bracket
includes a main portion and at least one leg fixedly connecting
the main portion to the inner member. The at least one leg
includes a bulging portion enables deformation of the bracket
when a force is applied to the main portion of the bracket.

According to another aspect, a roof rail on a vehicle
includes an outer member and an inner member welded to the
outer member to form a closed-profile structural member. The
roofrail further includes a bracket disposed within the closed-
profile structural member and joined to the inner member for
mounting an auxiliary component to the closed-profile struc-
tural member. The bracket includes a main portion and at least
one leg extending outward from the main portion for being
joined to the inner member. The at least one leg includes a
bulging portion for deforming when a force is applied to the
main portion of the bracket.
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2

According to a further aspect, a bracket for mounting an
auxiliary component to a structural member on a vehicle
includes a main portion, at least one leg and a bulging portion.
The atleast one leg extends outward from the main portion for
connecting the main portion to the structural member. The
bulging portion is disposed along the at least one leg to permit
deformation when a force is applied to the main portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partial perspective view of a structural member
(e.g., a front roof rail) for a vehicle having an auxiliary com-
ponent (e.g., a sunvisor) mounted thereto according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but shown with the
sunvisor and a headliner removed to reveal a bracket disposed
within the structural member.

FIG. 3 is an internal view showing the sunvisor mounted to
the bracket and the bracket mounted to an inner member of
the structural member.

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 but shown with the
sunvisor removed from the bracket.

FIG. 5 is an isolated perspective view of the bracket.

FIG. 6 is a partial cross-sectional view taken along the line
A-A of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view through one of the attach-
ment locations at which the sunvisor is secured to the bracket.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 7 but
showing the bracket in a deformed state.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the drawings wherein the showings are
purposes of illustrating one or more exemplary embodiments
and not for purposes of limiting the same, FIGS. 1-2 illustrate
avehicle structural member 10 to which an auxiliary compo-
nent in the form of sunvisor 12 is fixedly mounted. The
vehicle structural member 10 includes an outer member 14
and an inner member 16 secured or joined to the outer mem-
ber 14 with a hollow cavity 18 (FIG. 7) defined between the
outer member 14 and the inner member 16. In the illustrated
embodiment, the outer member 14 and the inner member 16
are arranged as a front roof rail on a vehicle, though this is not
required. As is known by those skilled in the art, attachment of
the inner member 16 to the outer member 14 can be via
welding such that the inner member 16 is joined (e.g.,
welded) to the outer member 14 to form the structural mem-
ber 10 as a closed-profile structural member. The vehicle
structural member 10 further includes a bracket 20. As shown
in FIG. 2, the bracket 20 is disposed within the structural
member 10 between the outer member 14 and the inner mem-
ber 16 and thus within the hollow cavity 18. The bracket 20 is
fixedly secured or joined to the inner member 16, such as via
welding, for mounting the auxiliary component 12 (i.e., sun-
visor 12) to the structural member 10, and particularly to the
inner member 16.

With further reference to FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, the bracket 20
includes a main portion 22 and at least one leg (i.e., legs 24,
26, 28, 30 in the illustrated embodiment) extending outward
from the main portion 22 for connecting the main portion 22
to the structural member 10. More specifically, the at least one
leg connects the main portion 22 to the inner member 16. The
fixed connection between the at least one leg and the inner
member 16 can be via welding. As will be described in more
detail below, the at least one leg (each of the legs 24-30 in the
illustrated embodiment) includes a bulging portion (i.e., bulg-
ing portions 24a, 26a, 284, 30a in the illustrated embodiment)
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enabling deformation of the bracket 20 when a force is
applied (such as orthogonally) to the main portion 22 of the
bracket 20 from an underside of the structural member 10
(i.e., into the bracket as shown in FIG. 2). In an exemplary
embodiment, the bulging portion can be constructed as shown
so that deformation generally only occurs when an orthogo-
nal force (e.g., force F in FIG. 6 that is orthogonal to the main
portion 22) is applied to the main portion 22.

The inner member 16 has an inner surface 16a and an outer
surface 165. The inner surface 16a faces the outer member 14
and the outer surface 165 faces away from the outer member
145b. As best shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the bracket 20 is fixedly
secured to the inner member 16 via the at least one leg (legs
24, 26, 28 and 30 in the illustrated embodiment) having a
distal end overlaying the inner surface 16a of the inner mem-
ber 16. In the illustrated embodiment, the at least one legis a
plurality of legs (i.e., legs 24-30) each having a distal end
being overlain onto and fixed to the inner surface 164 of the
inner member 16 and each having the bulging portion (i.e.,
bulging portions 24a-30a) enabling preferred or predeter-
mined deformation of the bracket 20. The bulging portion
(e.g., bulging portions 24a-30a) can be a generally curved
section that projects away from the distal end, the main por-
tion 22 and the inner member 16. The bulging portion pro-
vides excess material for enabling preferred deformation
characteristics for the bracket 20. In one embodiment, the
plurality of legs includes at least three legs circumferentially
spaced around the main portion 22.

In the illustrated embodiment, the plurality of legs is four
legs, including legs 24, 26, 28 and 30, with these legs 24-30
circumferentially spaced apart from one another around the
main portion 22. The legs 24-30 each include, respectively, a
distal tab or end 245, 265, 285, 305 that overlays onto and is
fixed (e.g., via welding) to the inner surface 16a of the inner
member 16. The bulging portions 24a-30a of the legs 24-30
each extend in a direction away from the inner member 16 and
toward the outer member 14. In the illustrated embodiment,
each ofthe legs 24-30 has a generally uniform thickness from,
respectively, the distal end 245-305 to the main portion 22. As
used herein, the thickness of the legs 24-30 is a dimension
extending orthogonally from the inner surface 16a of the
inner member. For example, the leg 30 has a thickness dimen-
sion T shown in FIG. 7 that is generally uniform along the leg
30 from the distal end 305 thereof through the bulging portion
30a and to the main portion 22. Moreover, the uniform thick-
ness of the legs 24-30 can be the same thickness as that of the
main portion 22.

Also in the illustrated embodiment, the legs 28 and 30 are
connected to one another at their distal ends 285 and 304. In
particular, a bridge portion 34 can extend between the distal
ends 285, 306 to connect the legs 28, 30. In the illustrated
embodiment, the bridge portion 34 overlays onto and is fixed
(e.g., via welding) to the inner surface 164 of the inner mem-
ber 16 in the same manner as the distal ends, 245, 265, 285
and 30b. The bridge portion 34 can also have the same gen-
erally uniform thickness as the legs 24-30 and, as shown, can
have a curved shape, such as projecting convexly away from
the main portion 22.

Asbest shown in FIGS. 2 and 7, an outer surface 22a of the
main portion 22 of the bracket 20 is arranged so as to be
generally co-planar with the outer surface 165 of the inner
member 16 and therefore does not protrude beyond the outer
surface 165 of the inner member 16. As shown, the outer
surface 22a of the main portion 22 of the bracket 20 faces
outward (i.e., away from the outer member 14) together with
the outer surface 165 of the inner member 16. More particu-
larly, the inner member 16 has a bracket aperture 32 defined

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

therethrough in which the main portion 22 of the bracket 20 is
accommodated. As arranged in the illustrated embodiment,
the main portion 22 does not extend beyond the inner member
16 and instead is coplanar with the inner member 16. More
particularly, the inner member 16 includes the bracket aper-
ture 32 in which the main portion 22 of the bracket 20 is
accommodated so as to be accessible from a same side of the
inner member 16 on which the outer surface 165 is disposed.
As arranged or accommodated within the bracket aperture 32,
aperipheral edge 225 of the main portion 22 of the bracket 20
is spaced apart from an aperture edge 16¢ of the inner member
16 defining the bracket aperture 34.

The main portion 22 can define at least one mounting
aperture to which the auxiliary component (e.g., the sunvisor
12) mounts. In the illustrated embodiment, the main portion
22 defines a pair of mounting apertures 36, 38 that accommo-
date mounting features 40, 42 of the sunvisor 12. In the
illustrated embodiment, the mounting aperture 36 is a circular
throughole and the mounting aperture 38 is a partial star-
shaped slot, though it is to be appreciated that other shapes for
the mounting apertures can be used. The particular mounting
apertures 36, 38 depicted in the illustrated embodiment cor-
respond to the mounting features 40, 42 associated with the
sunvisor 12. Those skilled in the art will readily recognize that
other types, shapes and numbers of mounting apertures can be
used according to the particular sunvisor 12 (and its mounting
features) employed and/or as would be appropriate to mount
some other type of auxiliary component (e.g., grab handle,
etc.).

As shown in FIG. 7, the outer member 14 can include a
cutout or aperture 50 that permits deformation of the feature
42 into and/or through the outer member 14 without contact
occurring between the feature 42 and the outer member. A
roofpanel 52 is secured over the outer member 14 as is known
by those skilled in the art. Accordingly, the aperture 50
remains hidden from view while providing the intended effect
(i.e., allowing a greater amount of deformation before any
contact).

To assemble the structural member 10, the bracket 20 is
fixedly secured to the inner member 16. This can occur before
the inner member 16 is secured to the outer member or after
the inner member 16 is secured to the outer member. Typi-
cally, the inner and outer members 14, 16 are secured to one
another by welding mating flanges together, such as flanges
44, 46 shown in FIG. 2, to form the structural member 10 as
a closed-profile structural member defining the hollow cavity
18 therebetween. In particular, the legs 24, 26, 28 and 30 are
overlaid onto the inner surface 16a of the inner member as
shown in FIG. 4 and then can be welded to the inner member
16. As mentioned, the four legs 24-30 are spaced apart from
one another about the peripheral edge 225 of the main portion
22 of the bracket 20. By this arrangement, the respective
bulging portions 24a, 264, 284, 30a of the legs 24-30 project
away from the inner member 16. Particularly, the distal ends
24b, 26b, 285, 305 are overlain onto the inner surface 16a of
the inner member 16 and it is the distal ends 245-305 that are
secured, such as by welding, to the inner surface 164 of the
inner member 16.

Once the bracket 20 is attached to the inner member 16 and
the inner member 16 is secured to the outer member 14, a
headliner 48 (shown in FIGS. 1 and 3) can be attached to the
outer surface 165 of the inner member 16 as is known. Attach-
ment of the headliner 48 will generally occur after the struc-
tural member 10 is installed as part of the vehicle frame or
body and thus typically occurs during assembly of the vehicle
in which the structural member 10 is disposed. With the
headliner 48 in position, the auxiliary component, which is
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the sunvisor 12 in the illustrated embodiment, can be secured
to the bracket 20 via installation of the mounting features 40,
42 within their respective mounting apertures 36, 38. In par-
ticular, by way of example, the sunvisor can be located and
temporarily set with the feature 40. Then, the feature 42 can
be rotated to be in alignment or registry with the mounting
aperture 38 to allow for installation within the bracket 20 and
then rotated again to the position shown in FIG. 3 to axially
lock sunvisor 12 in position.

By this arrangement, during a crash event, when an object
strikes the sunvisor 12 and/or the area at which the sunvisor 12
is mounted to the structural member 10, the bracket 20 per-
mits deformation as shown in FIG. 8 while structural integrity
of'the inner member 16 is maintained. In particular, the bulg-
ing portions 24a-30a of the legs 24-30 on the bracket 20
permit deformation when a force is applied to the main por-
tion 22 of'the bracket 20 (e.g., orthogonally or approximately
orthogonally at or near the main portion 22). Optionally,
when the outer member 14 includes the aperture 50 to accom-
modate the mounting feature 42, greater deformation is
allowed without the mounting feature 42 engaging or con-
tacting the outer member 14. This permits full deflection or
deformation of the sunvisor 12.

Advantageously, by this arrangement, desired deformation
characteristics are achieved without any alteration to the foot-
print of the structural member 10. More particularly, having
the bracket 20 fully accommodated between the outer and
inner members 14, 16 enables the footprint of the structural
member 10 to remain constant while providing desired defor-
mation in the event of a crash event where an impact force is
applied in one direction against or toward the bracket 20,
while at the same time maintaining overall structural rigidity
and integrity of the inner member 16. Particularly, the bulging
portion 24a-30a on the legs 24-30 allows for the bracket 20 to
bend. In contrast, if the legs 24-30 were flat (i.e., did not
include the bulging portions 24a-30a), the material of the
bracket 20 would be required to stretch. This would be unde-
sirable as stretching requires much more force to achieve the
same amount of deformation that bending does.

It will be appreciated that various of the above-disclosed
and other features and functions, or alternatives or varieties
thereof, may be desirably combined into many other different
systems or applications. Also that various presently unfore-
seen or unanticipated alternatives, modifications, variations
or improvements therein may be subsequently made by those
skilled in the art which are also intended to be encompassed
by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A vehicle structural member, comprising:

an outer member;

an inner member secured to the outer member with a hol-
low cavity defined between the outer member and the
inner member; and

a bracket disposed in the hollow cavity and fixedly secured
to the inner member for mounting an auxiliary compo-
nent to the inner member, the bracket including a main
portion and at least one leg fixedly connecting the main
portion to the inner member, the at least one leg includ-
ing a bulging portion enabling deformation of the
bracket when a force is applied to the main portion of the
bracket,

wherein the inner member has a bracket aperture defined
therethrough in which the main portion of the bracket is
accommodated, and the outer member includes an aper-
ture aligned with the bracket aperture.
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2. The vehicle structural member of claim 1 wherein the
outer member and the inner member are arranged as a front
roof rail on a vehicle.

3. The vehicle structural member of claim 1 wherein the
inner member has an inner surface and an outer surface, the
bracket fixedly secured to the inner member via the at least
one leg having a distal end overlaying the inner surface of the
inner member.

4. The vehicle structural member of claim 3 wherein an
outer surface of the main portion of the bracket is arranged so
as to be generally co-planar with the outer surface of the inner
member and not protrude beyond the outer surface of the
inner member, and wherein the bulging portion enables defor-
mation of the bracket only when an orthogonal force is
applied to the main portion of the bracket.

5. The vehicle structural member of claim 4 wherein the
main portion of the bracket is accessible from a same side of
the inner member on which the outer surface is disposed.

6. The vehicle structural member of claim 4 wherein the
bulging portion extends in a direction away from the main
portion and away from the inner member.

7. The vehicle structural member of claim 1 wherein the at
least one leg is a plurality of legs each having a distal end
being overlain onto and fixed to an inner surface of the inner
member and each having the bulging portion enabling defor-
mation of the bracket.

8. The vehicle structural member of claim 7 wherein the
plurality of legs includes at least three legs circumferentially
spaced around the main portion.

9. The vehicle structural member of claim 1 wherein the
bulging portion extends in a direction away from the inner
member.

10. The vehicle structural member of claim 1 wherein at
least one leg has a generally uniform thickness from a distal
end of the at least one leg to the main portion.

11. The vehicle structural member of claim 1 wherein the
main portion defines at least one mounting aperture to which
the auxiliary component mounts, and wherein the auxiliary
component is a sunvisor.

12. A roofrail on a vehicle, comprising:

an outer member;

an inner member joined to the outer member to form a
closed-profile structural member;

a bracket disposed within the closed-profile structural
member and joined to the inner member for mounting an
auxiliary component to the closed-profile structural
member, the bracket including a main portion and at
least one leg extending outward from the main portion
for being joined to the inner member, the at least one leg
including a bulging portion for deforming when a force
is applied to the main portion of the bracket,

wherein the inner member has an inner surface and an outer
surface, and wherein the at least one leg of the bracket
includes a plurality of less having distal ends overlaying
the inner surface of the inner member, wherein the distal
ends of two legs are connected by a bridge portion over-
laying the inner surface of the inner member, the bridge
portion at least partially defining a mounting aperture of
the bracket.

13. The roofrail of claim 12 wherein the inner member has

a bracket aperture defined therethrough in which the main
portion of the bracket is accommodated, and wherein a
peripheral edge of the main portion of the bracket is spaced
apart from an aperture edge of the inner member defining the
bracket aperture.

14. The roof rail of claim 13 wherein an outer surface of the
main portion of the bracket faces outward together with the
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outer surface of the inner member, and wherein the outer
surface of the main portion of the bracket is generally copla-
nar with the outer surface of the inner member.

15. The roof rail of claim 14 wherein the plurality of legs
includes four legs spaced apart from one another about the
peripheral edge of the main portion of the bracket.

16. The roof rail of claim 12 wherein the bulging portion
projects away from the inner member and is a curved portion
of the at least one leg.

17. The roof rail of claim 12 wherein the main portion
defines a pair of mounting apertures that accommodate
mounting features of the auxiliary component.

18. A bracket for mounting an auxiliary component to a
structural member on a vehicle, comprising:

amain portion having mounting aperture for accommodat-

ing a mounting feature of the auxiliary component;

at least one leg extending outward from the main portion

for connecting the main portion to the structural mem-
ber, the at least one leg at least partially defining the
mounting aperture; and
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a bulging portion disposed along the at least one leg to
permit deformation when a force is applied to the main
portion.

19. The bracket of claim 18 wherein the at least one leg has

a generally uniform thickness with a distal tab portion for
overlaying an inner member of the structural member for
welded attachment thereto, and wherein the bulging portion
projects away from the distal tab portion and the main portion.
20. The vehicle structural member of claim 8 wherein the
main portion of the bracket defines a mounting aperture to
which the auxiliary component mounts, and

wherein distal ends of two legs are connected by a bridge
portion overlaying the inner surface of the inner mem-
ber, the two legs together with the bridge portion at least
partially defining the mounting aperture of the bracket.



